ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The driver circuit of the present invention includes: a 
drive section for generating a differential signal according 
to an input signal and outputting the signal to an electric 
cable or an optical transceiver; and a control section 
receiving a selection signal based on which the drive section 
selects to drive the electric cable or the optical 
transceiver/ an identification signal ^ and a data signal, for 
generating a signal based on the received signals and 
outputting the generated signal to the drive section. During 
a period indicated by the identification signal, the control 
section controls the drive section to put the output of the 
drive section in a high impedance state when the selection 
signal indicates selection of the electric cable, or output a 
predetermined differential signal, not putting the output in a 
high impedance state, when the selection signal indicates 
selection of the optical transceiver* 


